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ACT Right
is at it
again

From the
inside back
OUT

Margaret
DeBellotte-Torres

Tony Macon

BY PUNEET SANDHU
BY HOLLY KESTENIS

Staff Writer

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Prisons are worlds unto
themselves. Within the confines of any one correctional facility, inmates
develop routines that may
include educational classes,
work, exercise and recreation. Prisoners may be allowed visitors and can
receive mail or watch television.
Yet letters and television
is no replacement for active
engagement with the world.
Prison walls keep the rest
of the world out but that
world still exists, constantly
morphing and advancing,
unlike the stagnant days of
inmates.
Being released into the
forward flow of the world
after having spent years in
prison can thus be a jarring
experience for ex-offenders. The struggles are even
greater for those who have
no family or friends on the
outside to turn to.
Background
checks
complicate the search for
housing, especially for the
newly released and violent
offenders. Job searches are
largely done online, a concept that may be foreign to
former inmates.
See OUT, page 4

Wildwood Rec. Center was filled with energetic teens Sat., Aug. 30.


BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Last Sat., Aug. 30, teens
gathered at the Wildwood
Recreation Center, located at 1000 28th St. S.,
to hear an array of speakers discuss the power of
the right choice. The City
of St. Pete Parks & Recreation Campbell Park Teen
Programs put on the
event in the hopes to get
young adults in the com-

munity to wake up, act
right and use their common sense.
Carlos Daniels, supervisor at Campbell Park
Recreation Center, put together the event. Its mission is to get preteens and
teens to open up and become aware of how to act
so that they don’t put
themselves in a situation
that will lead to jail time,
or possibly their own
death.
“We want to reener-

gize teens so that you all
can make positive, right
choices in the near future,” said Daniels. “We
want you all to do the
right thing.”
Teens were engaged
as a myriad of speakers
stood in front of them
with their stories and
words of inspiration.
Daniels knows there’s
nothing wrong with a little bit of extra guidance
and support, no matter
who you are and encour-

aged the teens to surround themselves with
positive people who are
willing to give an ear and
listen when things get
tough.
“We want the teens to
take something away
from what is being said
today,” he averred. Teens
were encouraged to take
out their notebook and
pencil so they could jot
down the messages with
See TEENS, pages 9

Great American Natural Products
BY MARLO SCOTT
Columnist

ST. PETERSBURG –
When Louise Hamilton
became sick some 40
years back she knew that
traditional western medicine was not for her. She
knew that pumping chemicals into her body would
do more harm than good,
and the lethargy was
something she could not
live with.
Not one to be told
there’s only one option,
Hamilton began to delved
into the world of holistic

remedies, learning as
much as she could. Once
her friends started seeing
a change in her, they
wanted Hamilton to direct
them to the best herbal
mixtures for their aliments.
She began giving consultations in her living
room and word of mouth
spread like wildfire. So
much so that she and her
husband opened a shop
on Fifth Avenue North
near St. Pete High. This
shop eventually housed a
classroom for workshops,

ST. PETERSBURG –
For nearly five years now
ACT Right has been helping out the community in
various aspects. From mentoring and tutoring the
city’s youth, to patronizing
locally owned businesses,
ACT Right has made it
their mission to be involved.
“ACT Right to me is a
way of life,” said founder
Tony Macon who owns Esquire Barbershop, located
at 1125 22nd St. S. He views
himself as fulfilling a mission from God and hopes
people will get on board
and join the group.
ACT Right is designed
to address both the economic and social development of our community.
The concept for economic
development is based on
three principles: Patronize
local businesses; refer
other people to patronize
local businesses and encourage businesses to do
good business.
The other component
of ACT Right is focused on
social development and
that’s where the acronym
ACT is highlighted. “A”
stands for “Attitude,” “C”
for “Courage” and “T” for
“Talent.”
Every last Friday of the
month, Macon and his partner in patronage Antwaun
Wells, a master barber at
Esquire, rally up friends,
See ACT, page 6

Amy and Louise Hamilton

See PRODUCTS, page 5
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Transitional extinction
Praise the Lord and Saints.
Last week’s letter really brought out
some very serious and hurtful points of
interest.
The sad reality is that even though it
was written some 10 plus years ago, we
are still caught up.
Some of these “Buppies” I know personally and well, the letter described them
to a tee. If all the programs and projects
designed “specifically” for underprivileged
or “at-risk” youths were really for them and
not just to get your business name or your
photos in the papers, you can’t tell me that
there would not be a major difference in
the communities we now live in.
Segue moment. Special shout out to
businesses like Advantage Village Academy (AVA) and University of Faith
Florida. Both of these companies I have
a personal connection with and know for
certain they are actually bringing about
change for the better.
AVA was founded by my good friend
Toriano Parker more than 10 years ago
and is still going strong. They are running into some speed bumps with the St.
Petersburg Housing Authority (SPHA)
and it would be a tragedy if the SPHA
continues to decide to evict this genuine
kids’ company.
AVA has made great strides in presenting several programs that have altered the lives of so many youths in the
Midtown communities. It would be a sad
day for youths in this community if
SPHA continues their efforts to take
their building away just because of
greed, selfishness and just plain “hateration.” Help us in the fight, go to www.advantagevillageacademy.com and donate.
Who or what is the University of Faith
Florida you say? Well it’s the only faithbased religious institution located in
beautiful St. Petersburg that focuses on
giving our young adults another chance
both academically and athletically.
Founded by Anthony “Bug” Givins back
in 2013, we have been making great gains
but we are still fighting the skeptics even
though we have played two football
games, one on ESPN this past weekend.
Some may speak to the outcome of
these two games, but if you have something negative to say about the fact that we
are giving your young men a second
chance at college and an introduction to
Jesus Christ on a personal level, then tell
us what you have done to help them. Instead of being a critic, go to our website
www.universityoffaithfl.org and donate to

help our young men build themselves to
become productive positive citizens and
not another statistic.
Transitional extinction is a term that is
fairly easy to understand. I call it the dinosaur mentality. Because of their inability
to change, adapt, evolve, transition with the
changing environment around them, they
became extinct.
Our society, neighborhoods, communities and churches are on the pathways to destruction because of this
same plague. Some churches have had
to close their doors and some are on the
verge of following suit if changes aren’t
implemented soon.
The Bible speaks of renewing your
mind. (Rom 12:1-2) This renewed mind
is not one that is completely erased and
a new one put in its place. This new
mind is transformed, transitioned into a
new or different way of thinking. I use
the phrase “paradigm shift” to describe
this metamorphosis.
You have to now think left when you
used to think right, up when you used to
think down. However, be mindful not to
make the mistake of totally removing
everything in the past because not all
was bad. Winston Churchill stated that
if you don’t “learn” from your past you
would be destined to repeat it.
Create a different methodology or pattern for achieving a goal that you have been
having issues with and one that hasn’t
brought you the success or desired results
you wanted. In the Marines we say the definition of stupidity is to continue to do the
same thing and expect a different result.
Hard word but is applicable. It’s not insanity
because an insane person has been
deemed not in control of your actions and
thoughts at the time you committed the act.
When someone does something boneheaded they contemplated the act and its
consequence prior to acting and for some
strange reason thought that their mental
telepathy was great enough to change the
result even though they didn’t change
what they did in the past.
I’ve also said in the past that age doesn’t
automatically equate to wisdom. One could
just be an old fool. The bible speaks of several of them and Proverbs 14:12 and 16:25
tell you that there is a way that seems right
to a person in their own eyes, but the end
leads to death.
Transition for life.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Dr. Rob
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St. Pete’s finest: Celeste Henry Thomas
ST. PETERSBURG –
Celeste Henry Thomas is
a summer 2014 graduate of
the doctoral program
in Curriculum and Instruction at the University of
Florida. The title of her dissertation was “Understanding the School Successes
and Failures of African
American High School
Boys.”
Before beginning the

doctoral program, she received a Bachelor of Science degree in Psychology
from Florida Agricultural
and Mechanical University
in 1993, a master’s degree
in guidance and counseling
education in 2004 from the
University of South Florida
and an Educational Specialist degree in administration
and supervision from National Louis University in

2010. She is currently a program manager for Pinellas
County Schools.
Congratulation for being
one of St. Pete’s finest.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
Why does the Pinellas
County School System
trick parents into waiving
their
children’s
civil
rights?
Last year the school required parents to sign a
tear off sheet in the Student Code of Conduct that
indicates that you have
read (and agreed to) some
specified highlights and
that you agree to read the
code in its entirety. You
just agreed to waive your
child’s fourth, fifth and
sixth amendment rights.
You agreed to allow the
school to set up an interrogation chamber in the
school for Law Enforcement to interrogate your
child for something they
suspect him of her of
doing outside of school
without you or a lawyer or
anyone advocating for
your child to be present.
Schools are supposed to
teach your children the
knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in life,
they are not supposed to
be an extension of the
Criminal Justice System
and they are not supposed
to be a Pipeline to Prison.
The St Petersburg
NAACP notified Superintendent Grego in person
that this practice is egregious and unacceptable,
and some changes were
made. The notification regarding interrogations has
been removed from the
highlights, however they
are still in the document.
They do however require
you to acknowledge their

own version of State
Statute 1006.13 that is
completely incorrect.
You can get from the
NAACP St Petersburg an
alternative sheet to sign
with a disclaimer that
reads:
My Child does not
consent to any searches;
my child reserves the
right to be silent in the
event of a police interrogation and demands that
both myself and our
lawyer must be present for
any police interrogation.
Any attempt or assistance
by the School or School
Resource Officer to deny
my child’s civil rights or
coerce or trick my child
into waiving those rights
may result in a Civil Law
Suit against the Principle,
Superintendent and or the
entire Pinellas County
School System. Florida
Statute 1006.13 mandates
that “each school district
shall adopt a policy of zero
tolerance for crime and
victimization”, not substance abuse.
NAACP St Petersburg
made serious efforts to get
the Pinellas County School
System to adopt a district
wide standardized discipline matrix and an agreement to handle a series of
minor misdemeanors in
house in a manner that is
both predictable and fair to
anyone regardless of socio
economic status. An
agreement modeled after
Broward County which
previous to that had the
worst Prison to School
Pipeline in the State, Pinellas was 4th worst (proba-

Visionaries on ‘One Accord’
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Staff Writer

The St. Petersburg area is continuously being recognized for its diversity, young
artists, visionaries and up and coming national presenters. The One Accord Conference
Retreat (www.oneaccordconference.webs.com) will serve as another platform to experience local phenoms. It’s quite amazing to read the individual accomplishments of the
presenters donning the TradeWinds Resort in the next few days. They include marketing/promotion directors, fashion designers, financial advisors, life coaches, pastors,
recording artist, dancers and more, all having a St. Petersburg connection.
bly moved up to #3). They
declined, they did however create a very watered
down agreement and intend to have each school
develop their own SchoolWide Behavior Plan.
Much of the New Student Code of Conduct appears to be based on
outdated Florida Statutes.
They are required by law
FS 1006.13 to ensure “that
zero-tolerance
policies
must apply equally to all
students regardless of
their economic status,
race, or disability”. Until
they get their act together
with a district wide standardized discipline matrix
they may be in violation of
State Law and have serious exposure to civil discrimination
lawsuits.
NAACP offered in good
faith to assist in developing a proper Student Code
of Conduct, Dr. Grego declined NAACP’s help.
If Pinellas County
Schools doesn’t get their
act together this year,
NAACP will want all Pinellas County Parents to assist NAACP to push them
to “Do the Right Thing!
Kurt Donley, Chairman
Criminal Justice Committee
NAACP St Petersburg
www.naacpstpete.org

Shane Brown,
CEO/Owner of Sigma
Bull productions,
graduate of Gibbs High
and USF. Presenting
“The Brand New You!”

Dr. Mark Thompson,
Pastor. Featured on
“The Word Network.”
Former local pastor,
current pastor in Detroit.
Keynote speaker for
“Sunday Morning Live”
service.

Bishop Kelvin McCree,
Audrey “Pat”
McGhee, CEO of APM
pastor, author, national
Fashions. An amazing
certified life coach.
fashion designer who
Grandson to the late
attended The Barbizon
Dr. L.S. McCree
School of Modeling.
(former president of Florida
Seminary). Keynote speaker
Fashion show on
for “One Accord Luncheon.”
Saturday.

Terry Sterling, a
Financial Services
Investment
Representative and
Advisor. Presenting
“How to Build Wealth on
a Shoestring Budget.

Rev. Brian Brown,
pastor Governortory
Appointee to One
Church One Child
Board of Directors.
Presenting lessons from
“The Color Purple.”
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One Unique Transition house
From OUT, page 1

To help ex-offenders get
back on their feet in what
may seem to them a
strange new world, transitional housing exists that offers residence to former
inmates, such as the housing provided by One
Unique Transition (OUT).
OUT is run by Executive Director Margaret DeBellotte-Torres
and
Volunteer Recovery Coach
Anthony Ferrentino. The
corporation, which has nonprofit status in Florida, has
one transitional house operating in Tampa and opened
their second house in
St. Petersburg in December
2012. DeBellotte-Torres
said the St. Petersburg
house has continually been
full, with several people on
a waiting list at any given
time.
“The point of transition
is to help [ex-offenders]
begin to adopt conventional
living behaviors … so that
they can successfully leave
our door and move forward
with their lives,” DeBellotteTorres said. “What I mean
by ‘conventional living’ is an
agreement to not break
laws and to change their
thinking structure. Criminal thinking is usually the
source of their problem.”
DeBellotte-Torres said
that they prefer tenants to
stay at the house for at least
six months.
“Our experience has
been that when someone
comes out of an incarceration situation … it takes
about six months for them
to get stability with things
like employment and to be
able to save money so that
when they move out,
they’re able to keep going
and not end up making bad
decisions that land them
back where they started,”

DeBellotte-Torres said.
Depending on how long
they were incarcerated,
they need to get acclimated
to being on this side of the
door. If they’ve been away a
long time, technology has
changed and job search
techniques have changed.
While the staff of OUT
are volunteers, DeBellotteTorres also works as a Job
Developer for the Pinellas
County Ex-Offender ReEntry Coalition (PERC), an
organization that supports
former inmates in various
ways. “I can help [our residents] find work, put together their resumes and
use effective job search
techniques,” she said. “I
look at what their skills are,
what work they did previously, and suggest some
companies I have relationships with that I can refer
them to. The idea is for [the
residents] to become independent.”
Her job at PERC means
that OUT can serve its residents as a sort of one-stopshop for information on the
various resources available
to ex-offenders, helping the
residents understand what
might otherwise be an
overwhelming amount to
learn. According to DeBellotte-Torres, PERC also has
several mental health and
substance abuse classes
that OUT residents and
other ex-offenders can attend.
OUT uses a peer-to-peer
approach at the house and
prefers not to have a high
turnover rate so that residents can have a sense of
unity. “We find that it’s more
successful if they have
some camaraderie and they
begin to care for one another,” DeBellotte-Torres
said. “Then they look out



for each other and they create groups that go to [substance abuse] meetings
together.”
Frank, a resident at the
OUT St. Petersburg house,
said he views the other residents as a sort of extended
family. “You feel at home
when you’re here and that’s
half the battle,” he said.
“There are two younger
kids in the room next to me
who are dealing with drug
issues and they’re always
coming to me for help. It’s
good for me when I’m helping them because it gives
me a good feeling.”
Ferrentino and two
other staff members have
collectively spent about 75
years incarcerated, DeBellotte- Torres said, which allows them to understand
the struggles of OUT residents. “They’re really well
experienced with what it
takes to succeed—behaviors that need to change,
thinking that needs to
change—so they can identify when someone’s at a
point of going back to their
old habits,” DeBellotte-Torres said.
Ferrentino and the
other two staff members
are very effective at working together and know what
will make an individual successful: purposeful engagement in the community,
positive role models, giving
back, staying clean and
sober through recovery
programs and things of that
nature.
The residents at OUT
are enthusiastic about community service and in the
past have volunteered with
groups such as PERC and
Help Us Help You, an HIV
awareness organization.
Ferrentino said the rent
at the St. Petersburg house

Margaret DeBellotte-Torres and Anthony Ferrentino

is $100 per week, which also
covers residents’ costs of
utilities, cable and internet.
“They buy their own
food and do their own cooking, and we ask that they
keep the kitchen clean and
help out with chores, since
it is community living,” he
said. “We had some workout equipment donated—
there are some kind people
that donate to our houses—
and so we set up a workout
space for them.”
New residents sign an
agreement to a code of living behaviors, such as a
10 p.m. curfew, and must
agree to drug testing. If a
resident violates the agreement, such as by failing to
pay rent for a long period of
time or failing multiple drug
tests, the OUT staff works
with the resident to create a
new plan to put them back
on track and to avoid another failure.
“We usually give them a
second chance because we
want to see them succeed,

so we try to work through
their problems rather than
just kicking them out right
away,” Ferrentino said.
Residents say the house
rules are a small price to pay
for the opportunity to live a
better life. John, one of the
longer-term residents at
OUT’s St. Petersburg house,
said he values the stability of
the transitional house.
“I was a functioning addict,” John said. “The
biggest thing you struggle
with, with addiction, is your
self-worth and hopelessness. It does get better, but
you have to catch yourself
when you fall, and these
people in the house are
here for you when you fall.
They don’t ridicule you,
they will just do whatever it
takes to bring you back.”
DeBellotte-Torres said
there is a great need for
more transitional housing.
Most organizations that
provide such services, she
said, are faith-based; OUT is
one of few non-faith-based

programs.
“Finding people willing
to extend themselves to
someone who has not lived
by conventional living behaviors by choice in the
past—it’s not an easy sell,”
DeBellotte-Torres said. “I
just wish that there was
more awareness and interest in ex-offender needs.
Most of the people who
are incarcerated are coming back to the community
and with no support, many
of them will return to incarceration. It costs only a
tenth of what it costs to incarcerate someone to support a program that helps
for successful reentry. If the
state would spend more
money on reentry programs, less money could be
spent on long-term incarceration.
To learn more about
OUT, please call 813-2703941 or 704-277-8714.
At the request of residents, surnames were withheld.
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Come see what all the fuss is about
From PRODUCTS, page 1

a massage therapist and a
holistic physician.
“We later incorporated
spices and vitamins and nutritional diets for people who
wanted to get more into
their health holistically,”
said Hamilton.
One day Hamilton was
invited to be a guest on a
talk radio show and was allotted a 30-minute slot to
talk about her shop. Well,
that 30-minute window
turned into three hours, and
by the time she got back to
her shop a line had formed
outside waiting for her.
“My super energy
herbal formula capsule was
and is the hot item. This
capsule does not have caffeine or sugar incorporated
in it and it helps balance and
build the body,” said Hamilton.
She is very educated in
holistic health and has had
the privilege to travel with a
doctor and an anthropologist all over the United
States learning and helping
others learn that there is an
alternative to synthetic
drugs.
“One time I was on the
plane with my four-week-old
baby and two toddlers, and
said to myself: ‘I can’t do
this anymore,’ and when I
got back home we started
looking for a larger building,” she said as she explained how the store

located at 4121 16th St. N.
came into existence.
Great American Natural
Products is stocked full of
herbal supplements, essential oils, fragrance oils, teas,
base oils and bath salts,
soaps, pet care products just
to name a few. Once you
walk into this wonderland of
healing, your senses are
stimulated by aromatic
spices and herbs. You’re
then greeted with proper
cup of herbal tea. This relaxing setting makes it easy to
shop and even learn a thing
or two about your body.
If it’s natural, you can
find it at Great American.
Hamilton always has in
stock a wide variety of essential oils, raw shea butter,
jojoba, argan and coconut
oil, just to scratch the surface. We could list all of their
products, but by the time
you finish reading it you
could have gotten in your
car and taken a trip there.
If it’s clothing or jewelry
you’re looking for, Great
American has you covered
there too.
“I was bored one day
and made a small boutique
area and we’ve been growing ever since,” Hamilton
said as she explained that
some of the handmade jewelry and stylish clothing are
produced locally and that
she has trouble keeping
them stocked.

Great American Natural
Products is a family affair.
Hamilton’s husband, Ron,
has a background in botanical research and has
worked as an arborist.
When he became a trained
herbalist, they started producing their own line of supplements. Their two adult
children also play major
roles in the success of Great
American Natural Products.
If Hamilton was not such
a successful nutritionist and
aromatherapist, she would
most likely be a teacher.
Her love of educating the
masses about alternative
medicine can be seen in her
work with hospice. She
teaches the proper usage of
essential oils in aroma therapy. She has also helped to
write the protocol that some
hospices incorporate in
their therapeutic environment to promote a calm and
relaxing atmosphere.
Hamilton offers classes
to individuals and groups in
areas of aromatherapy, lip
balm, room sprays, bath
salts and body oils, lectures
on spices, teas and herbs
just to name a few. Many
classes are free of charge.
Information in these classes
is made simple for easy retention.
Great American Natural
Products will also assist you
in bottling and labeling
your own handmade prod-

ucts on an individual basis.
Happily married for 42
years, she and her husband
have nine beautiful grandchildren who can’t wait to
spend time with their grandparents. Strong in her faith,
the Hamiltons attend the
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s
Witnesses, West Congregation.
So if you’re looking for a
trusted place to buy supplements, oils, spices and
other natural items, Great
American Natural Products
should be the first place on
your list. This family owned
and operate business has
been in existence for more
than 30 years and is still
going strong.
Great American is located at 4121 16th St. N., St.
Petersburg, and is opened
Mon.-Fri. 10-6 p.m., Sat. 105 p.m. and closed on Sundays. If you have any
questions,
logon
to
greatamerican.biz or give
them a call at (727) 5214372.
Don’t miss out on the
special offer to our readers.
Mention this article for a
free gift with the purchase

of $20 or more.
Here are a few tips for
natural hair care:
Jojoba Oil is great for
cleansing your face from
eye makeup, and is an excellent moisturizer for your
hair, skin and nails.

Coco butter is a byproduct of chocolate and is great
for moisturizing the hair
and body and eliminating
stretch marks.
Rosemary, stinging nettle and burdock root all promote hair growth.
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Another small business gets a leg up from ACT Right
From ACT, page 1

past patronized business
owners and whoever else
wants to climb aboard their
wagon and head out to an
establishment in need of a
little love and customers.
The last Friday in August, which was last week,
ACT Right targeted the
cool and refreshingly delectable Tropiccool Gourmet
Sorbet and Pop Bar, located
at 2246 Central Ave., in
downtown St. Petersburg.
About 15 ACT Right
members poured in and
laid down cold hard cash
for some cold and creamy
gelato and healthy tropical
smoothies. This go round,
City of St. Petersburg
Urban Affairs Manager
Nikki Gaskin-Capehart was
in attendance trying not to
spill her smoothie all over
herself before making it
back to at city hall.
“It’s a community ef-

fort,” said Macon who believes in a hand up not a
hand out. Macon steps out
on faith footing the bill for
his generosity and believes
that by acting right everyday and supporting those
in need, good fortune will
shine back down on him.
“People started understanding and following because they believe in the
same thing that I believe
in,” he continued. “It’s just
a way of life.”
Sitting at a circular table
enjoying one of the many
specialty pops that Tropiccool offers, his family in
tow, was new business
owner Cody Angell who
just recently opened shop
across from Tyrone Mall.
Angell, owner of the
new St. Pete Running Company located at 6986 22nd
Ave. N., knows what it’s
like to be patronized by the

fellows of ACT Right. Just a
few months ago Macon and
his crew showed up to visit
Angell’s establishment with
an entourage of people.
The Chamber of Commerce was represented, a
member of city council
showed up, as well as a representative from the deputy
mayor’s office.
“It brought a lot of people in,” said Angell who
noted that even the customers in the store were
curious about all the
hoopla. “It sparked their interest, so it was certainly a
shot into the arm of our
business.”
Angell didn’t miss a step
though and now joins ACT
Right every chance he gets
to help out other businesses in the community. “I
thought what a great idea,”
said Angell, “This guy
Tony’s got his stuff to-

gether and it just makes a
lot of sense on so many different fronts.”
Although Macon and
Wells differ on which business they first started with,
the result has been extremely positive. Wells
likes surprising mom and
pop business owners finding that when the ACT
Right group shows up it’s
often at a much-needed
time. That was just such
the case when they visited
Blew Chocolate, a blackowned multicultural hair
salon on the Deuces, on
one of their outings.
“There were two beauticians in there doing their
own hair, they had no clientele,” said Wells who would
like to see black businesses
thrive in south St. Petersburg. “We all walked in and
patronized them, and it was
probably the best day they

had that week.”
The mission behind
ACT Right is to not only patronize local businesses
themselves, but also to
refer other people to frequent local businesses
when they can. In return,
ACT Right encourages the
businesses they visit to
adopt and maintain good
business practices such as
stellar customer service,
timeliness and to put out a
quality product.
“The whole idea is to
support local businesses in
the community and to get
as many people as we can to
go out and support with
us,” said Wells who hopes
with every new business patronized, residents of St. Petersburg will join the cause.
ACT Right encourages
the community to get in
touch if they see a business
that is failing or in need of

some TLC. Macon pledges
to do his part and patronize
as much as he can.
“It don’t matter who you
are or what walk of life you
come from,” said Macon, “if
you got the heart to help
somebody, we’ll follow with
you. That’s all it takes.”
So if you would like to
check out local small businesses along with ACT
Right, both Macon and
Wells encourage you to
give them a call or connect
with them on Facebook.
Wells can be reached at
727-657-8621
or
at
Antwaun.wells@gmail.com.
ACT Right also collects
recyclable bottles for donation to St. Anthony’s Hospital to help fight cancer and
plans to kicks off a food donation program this month.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Walk For Peace Challenge
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

SEMINOLE — The violent outbreaks in Ferguson, Mo., and
around the world inspired local motivational radio host Edie Darling to
hold a “Walk For Peace Challenge”
last Sat., Aug. 30 at Lake Seminole
Park. Over 50 adults and children
showed up to participate in the twomile walk for peace.
“If something were to happen here
in our community that’s negative, I
want to be able to come together at a
roundtable of peace no matter what
has happened,” said Darling.
Sluggish authority dialogue coupled with military tactics leveled
against a predominately AfricanAmerican community in Ferguson
because of the shooting of an 18year-old black male teenager by a
white police officer has proven to be
the national template for ineffectiveness in handling such a situation.
Darling saw the march as a way to
get the ball rolling in being a proactive, as oppose to a being reactive,
community.
“Look at what came out today;
people of every culture, every creed,
every race and every denomination.
There is no separatism when we are
a part of the human race,” Darling
preached.

“I enjoyed meeting and being
around new people,” said Isaiah, a10year-old student of Jamerson Elementary.
“It was a lot of good and positive
vibes out there,” said Jim who was
accompanied by his wife and child.
Surveying the diverse stream of
humanity crossing the lawn and returning from the walk, it’s impossible to think that 45 years ago such
an altruistic activity could have been
met with community outrage.
“The community’s getting together, whether it be black, white,
young, old, north or south,” said
march participant Scott Whatley.
“What it means for me now is that it
(the march) will catapult us into the
future to basically help other communities become aware of what
we’re doing here in Pinellas County.”
March participant Tyler Bentley
talked about how everyone on the
march spoke positive in light of the
negatively going on in much of the
world. “When you’re around likeminded people who are trying to do
something good for the community,
you can’t help but jump on and ask
‘How can I help?’”
“We’re like a family,” said
marcher Mark Sawyer. “You are who
you surround yourself with,” he emphasized.
Marcher Andrew Schachter ac-

knowledged in his comments that
people are not born with feelings of
hate, prejudice or bigotry.
“It’s 7.25 billion people on the
planet and we all have differences.
But bigotry and hatred … it’s a
learned behavior, and this is an opportunity to come together as just people
and start unlearning that behavior
and stop teaching that to each other,
to our peers and to our children. I
want to live in a world where those differences don’t exist anymore.”
Officers William Lawson and
Maurice McCloud were on hand to
lend a helping hand at the event. McCloud addressed the participants as
they rested after the walk and
stressed that the EMS, firemen and
officers like to know that people appreciate them for the majority of
good service they provide to communities.
“They like to know that you love
them and you need them because
we go home with all those burdens
on our back to our families,” said
McCloud. “As much as we help others, we need help too. So when you
see us in uniform, give us a hug too!”
Darling saw the event as a starting point for galvanizing a variety of
communities to meet, greet, and
eventually work together to improve
human relationships across the
board in the Tampa Bay area.
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NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS

      

727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com




   





  


HELP WANTED
Science Teacher
Position available for MYcroSchool Pinellas, a
community-based, personalized learning program that
prepares at-promise students for college and career.
Single subject Science (up to 12th grade) teaching
certificate. 186 days/year, 10 weeks vacation.
$40,000.00 -$44,163.23 BA, $42,000.00 - $46,371.39 MA.
Please email your resume to edujobs@siatech.org
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Lew Williams: A Legacy of Giving
BY TOM PACKER
Guest Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and the chapter’s
non-profit, Eta Rho Education Ser vices, were
honored
to
have
Ar thurene Williams and
family present at the Lew
Williams Center for
Early Learning Wed.,
Aug. 27.
The new center that
opened Aug. 18 ser ved
as the backdrop for the
presentation of three
$500 scholarships given
by the Williams family in
honor of Lew Williams, a
long time educator and
Pinellas County School
Board member.

Williams, a member
of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and Eta Rho Chapter, died in December
2011, while still ser ving
on the school board. It is
the wishes of his family
that the Lew Williams
Educator
Scholarship
named for him be administered through Eta Rho
Education Services in his
memor y.
Scholarships
are
awarded
to
college
bounded high school
seniors ser ved by the fraternity. This year’s scholars, already at their
respected schools of
higher education, were
represented by their parents.
The awardees are

Jayson Grant, Florida
State University, Jalen
Williams, University of
Utah and Clarice Lee,
University of Miami.
Each student par ticipated in the chapter’s
Talent Hunt Program
and graduated in the top
percentile of their class.
The chapter Basileus,
Brother James Jackson,
Jr. and the foundation’s
Executive
Director,
Brother William “Bill”
Puller along with several
members of the fraternity expressed appreciation to the Williams
family for their generosity, and to the families of
the students for their
continued
suppor t
throughout the year.

September is National
Sickle Cell Month
ST. PETERSBURG —
Sickle cell chapters around
the globe have been busy
planning activities to promote sickle cell awareness
and education during the
month of September.
This observance has
helped to heighten the attention to increase research activities leading to
better patient care and
treatment.
Locally, the Sickle Cell
Disease Association of
America (SCDAA), St. Petersburg Chapter, Inc. a 501
(c)(3) was the first registered chapter in the state of
Florida. It has developed
and implemented a sickle
cell program in the community for 37 years. The Asso-

ciation is governed by a
board of directors under
the leadership of Mary
Murph, president and
founder. It has been totally
supported by community
donations.
The association’s objectives are to promote, educate, develop, and improve
public understanding of
sickle cell disease and
sickle cell trait. Also to participate in activities designed to lend economic,
psychological, social and
emotional assistance to individuals and/or families
affected by sickle cell disease and sickle cell trait.
Programs and services
are provided by the Community Outreach Coordina-

tor, Myron Mill, a certified
sickle cell educator is available upon request to provide free sickle cell
educational presentations
to community groups, organizations, health professional,
schools,
etc.
Programs available to
sickle cell clients and families are family support
group, scholarships, educational programs, genetic
counseling, Christmas activities and gifts.
We are located in the
Johnnie Ruth Clarke Health
Center, 1344 22nd St. S., St.
Petersburg. You may contact us at 727-896-2355 or
stpetesicklecell@verizon.co
m, website: www.sicklecellstpete.com

The men of Omega gather with the Williams family
and the parents of students receiving the
Lew Williams Educator Scholarship.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The power of the right choice
From TEENS, page 1

the most meaning for them.
City officials such as
Councilmen Wengay Newton, Steve Kornell, Karl
Nurse and Urban Affairs
Manager Nikki GaskinCapehart were present as
Pastor Dexter McCree of
Anointed Word Fellowship
told teens how to make the
most of their experience at
the conference. Music
played as the attendees
were made to swap their
seats and sit next to someone they didn’t know. An effort to get teens to realize
different viewpoints.
Perhaps the most influential speaker of the day
came when Circuit Court
Judge Michael Andrews
took to the microphone.
“Attitude equals altitude,” he said. Andrews
knows firsthand that the
right attitude can get you
far and where you want to
go. He grew up in a toosmall house along with
seven siblings and a
mother on welfare. He
failed both the second and
fourth grade. By fifth, he
had already been kicked
out of school. But he went
on to college, was a teacher,
an assistant state attorney
and finally a judge.
“I am not supposed to
be here,” he said citing that
according to statistics
growing up in abject
poverty and failing in
school put him in jeopardy
of that infamous pipeline to
prison. “Except the only
person who gets to make
the decision as to who I’m
going to be is me.”
Judge Andrews wholeheartedly believes you are
who you hang with. His
PowerPoint presentation
showed teens that seemingly fell into what their
parents called the wrong
crowd. Teens that made the
choice to burglarize, rape
and even kill, and who will
be spending the rest of
their lives in prison – all because of bad choices.
“You show me your
friends and I will show you
your future,” he said. Andrews explained to the
youths that doctors spend
time with doctors, lawyers
with lawyers and smart
people with other smart
people. He put it bluntly to
the teens when he said
drug dealers are hanging
out with drug dealers, prostitutes with prostitutes. “If
you’re hanging around the
wrong people, you’re going
to go down the wrong
path.”
Even though Andrews
spoke for nearly an hour,

teens were listening, some
of it hitting home. When
asked to recite the simple
mantra, “I refuse to be an
ordinary person,” they did
so willingly and with determination. For extraordinary people, Andrews put
it, are leaders walking
down their own path, making their own decisions, following their own dreams.
Not being followers.
When things go wrong,
extraordinary people make
adjustments to the plan and
make corrections, not excuses. Andrews explained
to the teens that hard work
and practice are what get
you far in life. That there
are no free rides.
“Whatever you do most,
is what you will do best,” he
said adding that each person is responsible for their
choices in life whether it be
to remain positive or negative, focused or distracted,
a part of the problem or a
problem solver. “Building
blocks,” is how he put it.
Making that decision to put
in that extra effort to be
you and work toward a
dream every day. “You can’t
just decide to turn it on.”
The 4th Annual Teen
Conference labeled “The
Power of the Right Choice”
continued with City of St.
Petersburg Teen Supervisor Alvin Shirley, who grew
up in the Childs Park
neighborhood, shared his
views of social awareness
tools for teens and young
adults called M.E.D.D.S.
“Everyday young people your age are being
killed,” said Shirley who
wants kids to think of situations in a different manner
before they act. He went on
to express his viewpoint
that society no longer cherishes the youth as the future, but instead believes
the life of teenagers is not
valuable. “So if you give
them a reason to take it,
they will.”
M.E.D.D.S. stands for
Mind your own business,
Engagement rules, Diffuse,
Disengage and Seek help.
All points Shirley took the
time to go over with teens.
What it amounts to is common sense. A trait he said
some teenagers forget
when they need it most.
“That puts you in a situation that otherwise you
might have been able to
avoid,” said Shirley who encouraged the teens to walk
away from potentially violent situations and to let an
adult handle any conflicts.
Principal Barry Brown
from John Hopkins Middle

School shared a story
about a phenomenal athletic that would constantly
stay in trouble in the neighborhood. In his senior year
he went to jail on a gun
charge and his college basketball scholarship was
taken from him.
“Scholarship
gone,
mother humiliated, all was
lost. Didn’t graduate from
high school, didn’t do grad
night, didn’t do prom; he
lost everything,” said
Brown.
Eventually the charges
were dropped and the
young man ended up graduating from Tomlinson’s
Mirror Lake, attending St.
Petersburg Junior College
and finally making it to a
university and having a decent basketball career, but
his story was not about the
career, it was about the
journey.
This young man had the
opportunity to stay out of
trouble, graduate high
school and attend Jackson
University on a basketball
scholarship, but instead he
detoured his life and had to
work extra hard to earn
back a second time what he
had earned years before.
“This is my story,”
Brown admitted. You guys
can be anything you want
to be if you seize the right
opportunity.”
More speakers gave the
children wise information
and scenarios for the rest of
the program, all with important information, statistics and even pictures of
addicts from one arrest to
another depicting a life that
if it doesn’t kill you, you
surely will deteriorate your
appearance among other
things.
The conference gave
the youth the power to
make the right choices, but
ultimately it rests in the
hands of the parent and
children. Hopefully those
notebooks were filled and
instead of passing around
illegal substances when out
with their friends, maybe
just maybe, they’ll pass the
information they learned at
the conference instead.
In between the main
speakers there was entertainment to keep the teens
interested and moving
around. From songstress
Lekita Hamilton, to the
Campbell Park Dancers, to
national recording artist
Slick Ali featuring Sojo and
Mizzim, the kids were exposed to some fun. The
teens were encouraged to
sing and dance along with
the entertainers.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 




Come Worship With the First Baptist Family









  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays



 

Victory Christian Center Church

 



  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.








 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  
  

4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 564-1389




Pastor Shurrea Daniels

 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.






 
 
 



  



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567


 
     
  
  





Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  

Visible Voices
Christian Community Association
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8

Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Overseers



 
  

 

 
  



 

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.








 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

Worship - Sundays 4 p.m.
Fellowship - Thursdays 7 p.m.


 

  
 
 

919 18th St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 821-0304
Email: thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Visit our website: www.thecrossingpoint.net
“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”

  
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida







Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting
after the enlightened word of
God. At St. Mark, we are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God
for His awesome gift, His son
Jesus Christ.
Coming events for Sept.

Sept. 5-6 - Mission Encounter 2014 Workshop and
Worship Presented by the
WIA.
Sept. 5 - Bring the entire

family for a very spirit-filled
Worship Service beginning at
7:30 p.m.
Sept. 6 - WIA Workshop
(All women are invited) St.
Mark’s own Rev. Brian K.
Brown is the Workshop
Leader. Workshop Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. and
the Workshop begins at 9
a.m.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come and join
us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public are
invited to come out study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2-4
p.m.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m.

First Mt. Zion
You are invited to join First
Mt. Zion as they will be “Cruising on The Living Water With
God” during the spring dates
of March 29 - April 2, 2015. This
four day cruise will be sailing

from Port Canaveral aboard the
Carnival Sensation to Freeport
and Nassau in the Bahamas.
For adult and children’s
rates and specific details, you
may contact Cruise Consult-

ant, Mrs. Gloria Campbell
at727-434-0072, or Reverend
Joseph Bell at v727-8657539. The deadline for the $50
per person deposit has been
extended to Sept. 8.

10th Street Church of God
The congregation of 10th
Street Church of God will celebrate the 14th anniversary of
our pastoral family during the
months of September and October. Our celebration this
year takes inspiration from
the words of Apostle Paul who
writes in Romans 12:2 “Do not
conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing
of your mind. Then you will
be able to test and approve
what God’s will is – his good,
pleasing and perfect will.”
Our First Lady, Sister Carlotta Bell, will be honored dur-

ing an appreciation service on
Sept. 14 at 11 a.m. The
speaker will be Rev. Dr. Maxine Woodside, associate pastor of 34th Street Church of
God in Tampa.
Sister Bell’s sweet disposition, kindness and uncompromised integrity are hallmarks
of her consistent uprightness
in the sight of God and man.
She has a passion for working
with young people, especially
those who are underprivileged, and never tires in her
efforts to meet their temporal
and spiritual needs.
Additionally, she is the

proud mother of three lovely
children and wife of our pastor, Rev. Ronald L. Bell. The
members of 10th Street
Church of God invites everyone to come and join us on
this special occasion in celebrating our First Lady, a dynamic woman of God, who “is
worth more than rubies” and
is universally loved and embraced by all.
10th Street Church of God
is located at 207 10th Street
N., St. Petersburg, and our
telephone number is (727)
898-9407.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs and
ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Join us in the Month of August for the Sermon Series
“Living a Life of Excellence.
Sept. 9 – 11 – 2nd annual
family conference “ God’s Divine Family.” Guest Speaker
Rev. Jeffrey Johnson of Indianapolis, IN.

Sept. 12 – All singles, 18
and over are invited to join
our Single’s Ministry as they

continue their discussion on
the 10 commandments of dating. 7 p.m. in the Youth
Chapel Fellowship Hall.
Bring a dish and a friend.
3rd Thursday of the month
– Men’s Unity Ministry - Calling all Men... The Men’s Ministry invite you to come out on
the third Thursday of each
month for their unity fellowship and study of “What a Man
of God Should Look Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction
Recovery Efforts - is now holding Dial-a-Meetings. Phone
meetings are held every Tuesday from 7 to 8 p.m. Phone in
to: 605-477-2100, Access Code:
212213.

Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive
is now social.
Checkout
the latest events, ministry
news, and more by following us
on FACEBOOK, TWITTER
and YOUTUBE (Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements, please contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

Harvest
“Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful
but the workers are few. Ask
the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into
his harvest field.”?” Mathew
9:37
Here in this passage of
scripture, we are instructed as
to what we should pray for.
There is a harvest, but something is missing. This verse is
specific about what is missing.
It doesn’t say, that the tithers
are few, or the believers are
few, neither does it say that
there are few worshipers, however, it does state that the
workers are few. Jesus instructs his disciples that there
is a lack. A lack of people
which are willing to go into the
vineyard and share the good
news. Why is there a lack, if we
say that we love God? There
are five reasons:
• People see themselves
as unqualified
• People are too busy with
the cares of this world
• People lack compassion
for others
• People don’t see the
need
• People always think that
someone else will do the work
For that reason, Jesus
says, “ask the Lord of the har-

vest to send workers.” In Luke
6:12 we see Christ demonstrate this example. Scripture
states, that Jesus prayed all
night and the next morning, he
chooses his disciples.
He chooses FAT (Faithful,
Available and Teachable)
workers for the vineyard. Jesus
doesn’t ask us to go out and recruit workers. Instead he instructs us to pray that God will
send workers. Only God
knows the heart of man.
Therefore, Isaiah 6:8 reads,
“Also I heard the voice of the
Lord, saying: “Whom shall I
send, And who will go for Us?”
Then I said, “Here am I! Send
me.”
As leaders, we are instructed to know those that
labor among us. When we
chose people according to
their abilities and gifts it alleviates the distress or dispirited
group of individuals we have
siting in the pews. As well as
guiding those that are wondering around without shepherds
to guard and watch over their
souls. It is time that Leaders
choose FAT workers.
We are to choose according to abilities. We are not to
choose according to family, familiarity or popularity. Except
the Lord build the house, they

labour in vain that build it: except the Lord keep the city, the
watchman waketh but in vain.
Psalms 127:1.
Again, I will reiterate that it
is God who builds the house.
We tend to build Cathedrals
and leave God out, when we
choose leaders to fill these positions. We have been given
sound doctrine, on how to
bring edification to the body of
believers and how to glorify
God.
Enough time has been
wasted. God’s people are dying
and we the message of hope
that heals, delivers, sets the
captive free, and destroys
yokes. John 4:35 states, “Say
not ye, There are yet four
months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you,
Lift up your eyes, and look on
the fields; for they are white already to harvest. It is time that
we stop putting off today for tomorrow and be about the Father’s business.
In conclusion, Mathew
28:19 instructs us to “Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost. My prayer
is that we will pray for God to
send true workers into the
vineyard. Peace and Blessings!

Visible Voices
Are you an African American born and raised on the
north side of downtown St. Petersburg in the 1930s or the
1940s or before it was renamed
“Methodist Town” or “James
Town?” Attended Davis Academy? The Harlem Theater? Ida
B. Wells Library?

Rev. Sarah Edwards, Executive Producer of ‘Turn The
Page
Productions’
and
CCN/Christian Community TV
Network invites you to share
your ‘Precious Memories’ with
Visible Voices Christian Community Neighborhood Association for as part of a TV

Documentary. It is entitled
“God’s Eyes Beholding The
City.”
The trailer may be seen on
Youtube and thecrossingpoint.net
web page. Request Visible Voices
Membership Information today:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Voice: 727-821-0304

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church, “God’s
House to the City,” under the
leadership of Dr. Rickey L.
Houston extends an invitation
to the community to join us as
we declare the living Word of
God. Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School and at 10:15 a.m.
worship service. Bible Study
and Teen Summit/Children
Rising are held on Wednesday
evening, at 7.
We are committed to a
Christ-Centered, People Centered and Team-centered
Bible-based teaching ministry;
with priorities focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in worship, we care for one another,
we cultivate the fullest spiritual

life possible and we communicate God’s truth at every opportunity, building a stronger
congregation and community
to the Glory of God. Living out
these principles results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line.
(727-321-9645)
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church is celebrating its
111th Anniversary and there
are several activities scheduled
for this month. We begin on
Sat., Sept. 6 with our Prayer
Brunch at 10 a.m., Married
Couples Ministry Family Day
on Sat., Sept. 13, 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., Men In Praise, Sat., Sept.
27, 4 p.m. Anniversary Proper

is Sun., Sept. 28 at 10:15 a.m.
and the closing event is our Fall
Revival Sept. 29 to Oct. 1, 7
nightly.
The Anniversary Proper
Preacher is Reverend Dr.
Wayne G. Thompson Pastor of
First Baptist Institutional
Church; and Revival Preacher
is Reverend Brian K. Brown
Pastor of St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church. The community is invited to join us for
these celebratory occasions.
“Maintaining the Faith to
Trust the Unseen in 2014” Hebrews 11: 1, 6 II Corinthians 4:1
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
The Original NFL
Gospel Choir
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

TAMPA —To set foot
onto a NFL field for the first
time stirs more than butterflies in the stomach. It’s like
plugging your spirit into
10,000 watts of grid iron
legends. Maybe it’s the
lights, maybe it’s the fogginess of the field, but last
Thurs., Aug 28, it was the
harmonies of The Original
NFL Gospel Choir as they
sang the National Anthem
prior to the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers vs. the Washington Redskins game.
Choir Director Mark
Payne moved graciously
about as sound technicians
scurried around him making sure every wire, every
mike and every note would
fulfill its purpose.
Smiling from ear-to-ear,
Payne knew that when the
clock struck 7:20 p.m., the
NFL Gospel Choir, all
singing at one time, would
be a demigod event with
fluid harmonies rising high
above Raymond James Stadium and summoning God
and his angels to rain down
the spirit of “We will not be
denied in 2014!”
(In days of yore, harmonic chants, trumpets
and drums summoned the
spirit of courageous gladiators who took to land and
sea to defend their throne
and their Gods).
The choir is comprised
of such as legends as Jerry
Bell, Beau Jarrell, Henry
Lawrence, Kenny Greene,
Lee Paige, Don Ratliff,
Rusty Russell, Barry Smith,

Gary Huff, Joe Jackson and
Chidi Ahanotu.
Who is The Original
NFL Gospel Choir?
Former and current
players developed the choir
to show love for God and
express their faith through
music. The choir was inspired by the late Hall of
Famer Reggie White,
known as the “Minister of
Defense.”
The Original NFL
Gospel Choir is bringing a
light to the world through
music. It is a culturally diverse group of approximately 25-30 players who
are Super Bowl, Pro Bowl,
Walter Payton Man of the
Year, Heisman Trophy and
Hall of Fame champions.
The collection of inspirational music the choir
sings feeds the soul as well
as gives the NFL players ,
former and current, a platform to bring more of the
family, faith and football element to the league and
their fans.
The choir’s performances give football fans and
the world an opportunity to
see the Christian side of the
superstar players as they
shout and sing a joyful
noise unto God.
The NFL choir story can
be seen this Saturday on
WFLA Newschannel 8 on
the Bucs Bonus Pregame
Show starting at 7 p.m.
For more information,
contact Pro Athletes Marketing, Entertainment &
Consulting at 727-642-3499
or Irene@proathletesmarketing.com.

St. Pete native, film producer Will Packer, shutdown production company
BY SERRELL ROLLINS
Guest Columnist

LOS ANGELES — After
22 years of producing Hollywood blockbusters such
as “Stomp the Yard,”
“Think Like A Man” and
“Ride Along,” St. Petersburg native, Producer Will
Packer and his partner Rob
Hardy have decided to
close the doors to their film
production company, Rainforest Films.
The decision came after
a multi-million dollar lawsuit from company shareholder, Bernard Bonner,
President and CEO of the
Bronner Brothers Company.
Bronner allegedly invested more than $500,000
into Rainforest Films and
says he’s only received a
fraction of the amount of
what he invested.
“Whenever I would

seek to obtain financial
records, I would be shutout
and told that the company
was making little to no
money, despite how well
the films were during. In
fact, I didn’t receive any
payments for all of 2002,
2004, 2007, 2008 and 2009,”
said Bonner.
As a result, Bronner is
suing the company for
breaches of fiduciary duty,
misappropriation of corporate assets and waste of corporate assets along with
abuse of control.
The relationship between Packer and Bronner
kicked off back in 1994,
when Rainforest Films was
still in its building stage.
Packer and Hardy were
studying engineering at
Florida A&M University
and needed investors to
kick off what was known as
one of the leading film production companies that’s

collaborated with Sony Pictures Entertainment.
In a statement released
by Packer and Hardy, the
duo expressed their selves
on the matter, “Me and Rob
are grateful for the partnership we had with Mr. Bonner. He was a great help at
a very pivotal time during
the growth of Rainforest.
However,
his
lawsuit
against the company is personal and petty.”
Supporters of Rainforest Films are saddened by
the news that the company
has decided to dissolve.
Rainforest was more than
just a film production company, but it was considered
home, especially for past intern Brittany Horton.
“I cannot begin to tell
you how much I’ve learned
and grown during my time
with the company,” said
Horton. “Rainforest wasn’t
like any other internship

Will Packer
and Rob Hardy
I’ve had. It was always a
family environment, kind of
like a second home.”
The last film that is
placed under the Rainforest
Film title was “About Last,”
starring Kevin Hart and
Regina Hall. All ongoing
and upcoming projects will
be placed under the newly
formed Will Packer Productions.

